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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Erba et al, US. 
Pat. No. 6,292,233. 

3. Claims 1, 15-16, 22-25, Erba teaches a standby circuit for an electrical device [14 of Fig, 
1] having one or more signal inputs [input signals from 38, 40, 42 of Fig, 2] and a control unit 
[32 of Fig. 2] and a control output [see the control unit output G of Fig. 2] for the control of a 
power supply unit [coL 3, lines 2-6], in which the control unit [14 of Fig. 1] initiates an 
activation procedure on the occurrence of a predefined activation event at the signal input [in 
response to the keyboard, zero crossing and remote control signals], in which a signal to switch 
on a power supply unit is generated at the control output [abstract, also see Fig. 2 and related 
disclosure]. 

4. Claim 2, Erba teaches one of the signal inputs is a useful signal input for a useful signal 
of an electrical device [see Fig. 2]. 

5. Claim 3, Erba teaches one of the signal inputs is a switch input (3) for the connection of 
a button [see Fig. 2], 
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6. Claims 4-5, Erba teaches one of the signal inputs is a remote control input (5) for the 
signals from a wireless remote control [see Fig, 2]. 

7. Claim 6, Erba teaches one of the signal inputs is a digital data input, which can be 
connected to any digital interface, such as computer networks [see Fig. 2]. 

8. Claim 7, Erba teaches a store is provided [inherent]. 

9. Claim 8, Erba teaches a clock is provided [see oscillator 70 of Fig. 3], 

10. Claim 9, Erba teaches the control unit performs a time switch function, in which an 
activation time is preset, and the activation procedure is initiated on reaching the activation time 
[coL 4, lines 47-62]. 

11. Claim 10, Erba teaches one or more clock inputs are provided [inputs 2 and 3 of Fig. 3], 

12. Claims 11, Erba teaches one or more communication terminals are provided for sending 
and/or receiving data to/from the control unit and/or the store [col. 2, line 65 thru col 3, linel5]. 

13. Claim 12, Erba teaches the circuit (ZPS) is constructed as a single integrated component 
[see Fig. 2], 

14. Claims 13-14, Erba teaches the control unit forwards the signals arriving at the remote 
control input via a communication terminal [coL 2, line 65 thru col 3, linel5], 

15. Claim 17, Erba teaches a power supply circuit (76) is provided for supplying electrical 
energy to the standby circuit, while the power supply circuit draws electrical energy directly 
from the electricity power grid [36 of Fig. 2]. 

16. Claim 18, Erba teaches an energy store is provided for supplying electrical energy to the 
standby circuit (ZPS) [see the details of the power supply stage 36 in Fig. 3], 
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17. Claim 19, Erba teaches is a rechargeable element, while the energy store is charged when 
the power supply unit is switched on [see the details of the power supply stage 36 in Fig. 3], 

18. Claims 20-21, Erba teaches the control unit of the standby circuit is programmed when 
the device is switched to the power-down mode so that, after a predetermined period of time the 
device is switched back to the power-up mode, so that the energy store is charged again, while 
the period of time is calculated so that the rechargeable element supplies sufficient electrical 
energy for the operation of the standby circuit for this period of time [col. 3, lines 55+]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdelmoniem Elamin whose telephone number is 571-2727- 
3674. The examiner can normally be reached on MON - THUR 10:00 AM - 6::00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rehana Prrveen can be reached on 571-272-3676. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubUshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA>0ff7r2)2-lOOO. 
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